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Treasure hunting for some wine gems

GORDON STIMMELL
WINE CRITIC

Whittling down more than 90 wines tasted in the current Vintages release was
not easy. As always, the focus for our five selections is based on sheer quality for
value. More than half the new wines hitting shelves are overpriced.

CHATEAU DE NAGES BLANC CUVEE JOSEPH TORRES 2003 (FRANCE) $21.95
The best white of this release, made from 100% Roussane grapes from the
Rhone. A golden hue, this opens up with aromas of smoky apricot and acacia
floral notes, and toasty flavours showing honeyed stone fruit with a crisp finish.
LCBO # 912386 - Food suggestion: Chicken cordon bleu. - Rating: 91

XANADU SECESSION 2005 MERLOT (WESTERN AUSTRALIA) $15.95

A "wow" red you would normally expect to carry a $25 pricetag. Big minty
coconut, black cherry, cola and cedar aromas beguile the senses. Flavours carry
forward the cherry, coconut and plum in a very silky vessel. Gorgeous stuff.
LCBO # 31997 - Food suggestion: Filet mignon in Bordelais sauce. - Rating: 90

CHAPEL HILL UNWOODED 2006 CHARDONNAY (AUSTRALIA) $16.95

Very zesty, with clean lime, lemon and peach aromas. On the palate, crisp
lemon, lime, apple and on the finish, just a hint of tropical guava adds some
elegance and staying power. A delightful late summer sipper.

LCBO # 34397 - Food suggestion: Deep-fried calamari. - Rating: 89

EMPSON BOLLINI 2005 MERLOT (ITALY) $15.95

A repeat Vintages value red which keeps selling out. Aromas of blackberry, nice
spice, cedar and vanilla. On the palate, mellow licorice, blackberry and and
cherry flavours linger long. The Bollini Chardonnay is also solid value.

LCBO # 717306 - Food suggestion: Tomato sauced penne. - Rating: 89

TRIVENTO 2005 RESERVE MALBEC (ARGENTINA) $12.95

Definitely best value red of the release made with Argentina's signature grape
variety. Darkly hued, with blackberry, cedar and violets aromas leading into full
bodied flavours of cola, violets, and spicy blackberry and summer plums.

LCBO # 974469 - Food suggestion: Banquet burgers. - Rating: 89



