Tasting Highlights: White Rhone Values

Ten very good to outstanding white wines, most priced at $20 or less
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Southern Rhone whites can be a hodgepodge thanks to the region's numerous appellations and a mix of grapes
that includes Viognier, Grenache Blanc, Roussanne, Marsanne, Picpoul, Bourboulenc and more. The basic flavor
profile of Southern Rhone whites ranges from bracing textures and notes of chamomile and citrus, to richer
versions with notes of peach, melon and almond. They make good food partners with fish, pork or chicken
dishes.

With all the buzz about the euro vs. the dollar, the 2005 Bordeaux prices, and the cost of French wines in
general, it's easy to forget that there are still some great values out there. Here's a selection of whites from the
Southern Rhone, most of which cost under $20 a bottle.
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Focused, with a nice racy core of lemon and pink grapefruit notes backed by hints of peach pit, honeysuckle and
blanched almond. Nice length too. Drink now. 280 cases made. —J.M.
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Tangy, with nicely focused citrus peel and chamomile notes backed by a minerally finish. Refreshing. Grenache
Blanc and Roussanne. Drink now. 6,000 cases made. —J.M.
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Waxy in feel, but with nice bright floral and lemon curd notes backed by a hint of grape seed oil on the finish.
Drink now. 500 cases made. —J.M.
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